DRAG ME TO HELL
Set Visit International Generic

Have you wondered where director, writer, producer and actor Sam Raimi has been since the hugely successful Spider-Man trifecta? 
After seven years spent honing the trilogy, the Evil Dead II director was ready for a change. Despite Raimi’s love for comic book fare, he was ready to return to his horror and thriller roots.

Raimi’s latest project, Drag Me To Hell, was co-written with his brother Ivan Raimi.  
“When my brother and I were writing the movie Darkman in 1989, we decided to also pen a little horror tale, which we later expanded into Drag Me To Hell in the mid 90’s.” says Raimi. “At the time, we were both busy with other projects and didn’t have the opportunity to continue working on it.  The Spider-Man films then followed, so it wasn’t until I completed that series that I realized I’d really like to return to a thriller.”  

According to producer Grant Curtis, the movie could not have been made without Raimi. “People are so excited about Sam coming back to the genre. Drag Me to Hell marks his return to horror.”
Raimi, at the helm of Drag Me To Hell, should prove to be an exciting thrill ride.  The story, set in Los Angeles, evolves around Christine Brown, played by the talented Alison Lohman (White Oleander, Matchstick Men.) Christine is a kind-hearted, innocent 20-year old loan officer. After being accused by her boss of being too “soft,” she decides to prove her tougher business skills, both to her boss and boyfriend (Justin Long). She subsequently denies a loan to a strange, old woman Mrs. Ganush (Lorna Raver), who is incredibly upset with her decision. Unbeknownst to Christine, Mrs. Ganush has the power to speak with demons, particularly the Lamia, an evil devil, who will literally make Christine’s life a living hell. 
Alison Lohman, was drawn to the project because of Raimi. 
 “I’ve hardly seen many horror films,” says the young actress.  “I normally wouldn’t consider working on a movie of this genre, but I really like Sam’s work and after reading the script, this one seemed to be different. My character Christine is usually a very nice girl and tries to help everyone, but she goes against her own nature, and everything that happens to her subsequently is a consequence of that. There is a lesson here and it was an interesting way to give some depth to the character.”  

Lohman’s turn in Ridley Scott’s Matchstick Men, where the then twenty-four year old actress played Nicolas Cage’s troubled fourteen-year-old daughter, was what convinced Raimi that she would be great for the role of the youthful, demon-fighting Christine. 

Luckily, she escaped the director’s notorious tendency to ‘torture’ his lead actors on the set, as he did with Bruce Campbell on Evil Dead II.  According to make-up effects supervisor Gregory Nicotero, “Sam is very protective of Alison on the set and is always making sure she’s all right between takes.”

Dileep Rao (Rham Jas), who plays a mystical seer aiding our heroine in her fight against the demon, describes Raimi as a collaborative director who keeps a very loose atmosphere on set and doesn’t hesitate to help out his actors while shooting a scene. 
Adriana Barazz (Shaun San Dena), nominated for an Academy Award® for her performance in Alejandro Gonzalez Innaritu’s critically-acclaimed Babel, plays an eccentric psychic who tries to help rid Christine of her curse. Barazza says that Raimi searches for truth in her character and she identified with what he had in mind for the role.  A big fan of the Evil Dead trilogy, she knew Raimi’s work and is a fan of the horror genre.  
“I love horror movies and horror literature,” explains Adriana. “So this is a great opportunity for me to have fun in a genre I’ve always liked.  I’m very grateful to Sam. When you are working with him, you start to believe the fantasy - it’s just a lot of fun.”

This Thursday, on the set of Drag Me To Hell at Twentieth Century Fox in Los Angeles, the atmosphere is relaxed but incredibly busy. With only two weeks before the end of production, every moment is critical, but Raimi still keeps an easy atmosphere on set. 
Among them is production designer Steve Saklad.  Today’s scene, a séance in Shaun San Dena’s house proves to be one of the more challenging shoots for the production department.  In the scene, she summons The Lamia to get rid of Christine’s curse.  Before summoning the demon, soaring ghosts try to penetrate through an open door.  An electrician comments, “This is one of the most impressive sets built on the lot.” This compliment tugs at the heartstrings of Steve Saklad.  He explains how he tried to show the diversity of the character with his Moorish palace. 
“We love that part of the world because you’re mixing Western Europe with Eastern Europe. So we have French baroque furniture mixed with Moorish transoms and stain glass windows. We have a great Moorish star in the center of the floor, and from the high shots, there is this very geometric sort of sunburst. The room has this special odd feeling.” 

Raimi likes to keep familiar company and many of the Drag Me To Hell crew worked with him on the Evil Dead trilogy.  Make-up effects supervisor Greg Nicotero and cinematographer Peter Deming have been part of his team since the 1980’s. 
According to Nicotero, “the nice thing about Sam is that he really likes the sort of traditional effects. From a guy who has directed everything from Darkman to A Simple Plan to the Spider-Man movies, he really knows how to populate his films with every single film technique that is in his arsenal.”

Raimi adds, “When I work with Greg and Peter, it’s like no time has passed. This is a short production window and everything goes so quickly that you have to be straight to the point. We only need to talk a few hours one day a week, each week. We have such a common understanding having made films together.”  

Nicotero always enjoys reconnecting with his friend on set. “Sam’s sense of humor and influences remain the same, he’s basically just paying homage to the Three Stooges.”  (Raimi’s major influence when he first started shooting slapstick comedies.)

“The combination of humor and horror is something dear to Sam, who is ready to take gags to an absolute limit, knowing what his audience is going to like,” adds Nicotero.  

Humor is an element you will always find in Raimi’s movies as he feels it’s not very present in horror movies today. As he returns to the horror genre after a 16-year absence, he still knows it’s about having fun and scaring his audience at the same time. “Fun house horror – shocks and sequences of suspense, and a few laughs along the way.” says Raimi. 

